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I hope this message finds you well.  I would like to take a 

few lines to share some personal philosophical revela-

tions. There was a time in my life prior to April 4th 2010 

that I really enjoyed snow. Small amounts we great, but 

the one foot plus snowfalls were my favorite. I would 

save a couple of vacation days every year in anticipation 

of such an event.  The much longed for event would un-

fold something like this. At 4:45, I would awake and 

stumble to the kitchen door, turn on the outside lights, 

and look for the center hub caps on my truck. If they 

ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŘŜŀƭΣ L ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ Ǿŀπ

cation day, let the world function without me attending 

that day, and do whatever tickles my fancy. It might be 

an outside day or work on an inside project, but it was 

greatly anticipated and I loved it. 

Then April 5th 2010 came to pass and with it a significant 

but manageable snowfall. I used to measure the snow to 

share with friends, family and coworkers how much had 

fallen in my yard. I will probably never measure the 

snow again. We got through that snowfall with only a 

minor inconvenience. I have a sizeable tractor with a 

loader and got to the cleanup job at hand. On Tuesday, 

February 9th there was a small window of opportunity 

for me, my son Billy, and our friend Sean to take in the 

Sportsman Show in Harrisburg, PA. We did so, and to 

complicate things stayed at least an hour longer that we 

should have (my fault, should have known better). It was 

a memorable drive home that was three times longer 

than it should have been, marked by stuck semi trucks, 

and people stuck along the way and sliding all over the 

place. By the time we got home the floor pan on the car 

was doing a bit of plowing as we pulled in the driveway. 

The next several days will forever change how I look at, 

and feel about snow. I tried to take the time to take in 

and experience the beauty as I logged hour after hour, 

day after day, perched upon the frozen seat of the trac-

tor, warmed the handle of a shovel, snow shoed to the 

neighbors to feed some livestock, and attempt to get her 

cleared out. Through it all on the positive side, we got 

acquainted to neighbors that we rarely see or talk to. I 

will have to see what happens in the future when a sig-

nificant snowfall is predicted, but I feel certain that my 

feelings of anticipation will be somehow different in the 

future. 

In the end it has all melted of course, luckily we had no 

other significant issues during the aftermath and melt-

down. The wells in the area should be in good shape for 

the summer, and numerous sightings of deer lead me to 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

might be. I hope you fared well through the winter as 

well. The snow and its meltdown did cause us to cancel 

our annual rabbit hunt. Assuming that the bunnies made 

it through ok we will be back to chase them next year! 

I want to thank Stan, Kay, Jeff, Bob and Merl Brilhart and 

all of those who helped with, contributed to, and at-

tended the banquet. It is just my opinion, but I think it 

was the best banquets that we have had in a while. It 

was well attended, we had many great raffle items, the 

speakers shared a topic that all could appreciate, and 

the food was very good. I got some feedback that he 

lighting was not bright enough and that the room was 

not laid out well for viewing the speaker from all cor-

ners. Our opportunities to hold the banquet at a place 

that provides a menu variety with good food, for $25/

ticket seem to be limited. It was for this reason that we 

made the move from the BWI Ramada. We had to hag-

gle to get the price down and then there were those at 

our last banquet there that did not have enough food 

left when there table was called.  Bob and Merl spoke 

on, and shared with us the details and experiences of 

their cultural outreach, Bringing Back the Bow, that they 

started in South Dakota. For years now, they along with 

several others, have been travelling to South Dakota to 

the reservation to reintroduce to the Lakota youth, the 

art of bowmaking, arrowmaking, flintknapping. It is a 

great program that they put on out there and it has 

touched hundreds of kids and adults there.  

Bill Hassenmayer was honored with the TBM Lifetime 

Achievement Award at this years banquet. This is some-

TokataTokataTokata   
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thing reserved for members that have made a lifelong 

impact on bowhunting by sharing their experience and 

skills with others. It is an honor our club has chosen only 

to bestow once before. Bill has passed on his art of self-

bow making  to many of us. He is extremely humble and 

would never say this himself, but he is directly responsi-

ble for the passing of knowledge that was the seed for 

the Bringing Back the Bow program. Through that, and 

sharing his skill with our membership and others, hun-

dreds and maybe thousands have been exposed to the 

knowledge and given the opportunity of building a bow 

with their own hands. 

At the winter meeting, fundraising ideas were discussed. 

It was suggested that we hold some raffles and fundrais-

ŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ..¢/Φ {ƻ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 

10X20 tent set up to raffle donated bows, knives, etc., as 

well as selling donated or consignment items for the 

membership. Sooooo, we are looking for items that you 

would consider donating for the raffles. You can also 

place items to sell on consignment, where the club 

would keep a portion of the proceeds. Items will be lim-

ited to the space available. Do you have hunting clothes 

ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛǘΚ  .ƻǿǎ ƻǊ ŀǊǊƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻƻǘΚ 

Cleanse yourself of the clutter and help out the TBM. 

Donations to the TBM are tax deductible. Get with me or 

any officer to make a donation or submit a consignment 

item.  

We would also appreciate an hour or two of your time 

during the BBTC. We will need a couple of people to man 

the tent throughout the shoot. This has been accom-

plished in the past through 1 or 2 hour shifts and it is a 

good way to get to know some of the members. Jack 

Burdynski has agreed to organize the tent schedule so 

please contact Jack at (410) 391-0632 and give an hour 

or two to the club. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ 

fellowship. Over the years to maintain that focus, we 

have established a tradition of a communal meal at the 

BBTC. This year will be no exception. Please plan to at-

tend the BBTC and join us on Saturday evening for a hog 

roast. Donations of salads, covered dishes, dessert, 

drinks or what have you will be appreciated. We will pro-

vide the hog, a roll, and the plate. It should be a blast 

come and join us!  

Jorge Coppen has offered to become our Newsletter Edi-

tor. He has previous experience doing this task for the 

Traditional Archers of New Jersey. Jorge also recently 

has become the merchandise coordinator for the TBM. 

Volunteerism like this is rare these days and I want to 

personally thank him for offering to share more of his 

time and talent on our behalf.   

I would like to take this time to thank Kay Trice for step-

ping into the editor role when no one else would touch 

it. It is the most time consuming aspect of this club. 

Keeping in mind that Kay was not a member and did this 

all out of the goodness of her heart, I want to offer a 

wholehearted thanks to her on behalf of the club.  

 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

camaraderie and fellowship without you. While it is al-

ways great to see old friends at the shoots/meetings, we 

need to connect to the many names on the roster that 

we rarely see. I have greatly benefitted from experiences 

shared by others in our club and it has undoubtedly 

made me a better bowhunter. Many lifelong friendships 

have developed from within our club. It is my wish for 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦ 

Mark your calendar and attend some club func-

tions, I am looking forward to it!  
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